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THE JUMBLIES SUITE
“The Story of the Jumblies”

by John Kilpatrick
on words by Edward Lear

For mixed choir SATB, tenor soloist and some other choir soloists, piano, 
percussion (drum kit and gong); and wind ensemble comprising three Bb 
clarinets, bass clarinet (low C model), French horn, and three trombones 
including bass trombone.

Additional requirements:
a) The music for “The Owl and the Pussy-Cat” must be separately obtained, 
either the version by Victor Hely-Hutchinson (tenor solo) or that by Igor 
Stravinsky (soprano solo); alternatively, any other version that can reasonably
be substituted.
b) A copy of “The Complete Nonsense of Edward Lear”, preferably the hard-
back edition (faber and faber), should be obtained and used as a prop by the 
tenor soloist.

In performance the piano is not used in the main ensemble numbers 4, 6 & 8,
but may prove invaluable for choir rehearsal. In the index below “wind 
ensemble” includes percussion.

INDEX
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1 – The Book (tenor solo, piano, percussion, clarinet*) 2
2 – The Owl and the Pussy-Cat (solo and piano: see above) 10 (words)
3 – The Author (tenor solo, piano, choir) 11
4 – How Pleasant to Know Mr Lear (choir and wind ensemble) 12
5 – Preamble to The Jumblies (tenor solo, piano, clarinet*) 22
6 – The Jumblies (choir and wind ensemble) 24
7 – Preamble to The Dong (tenor solo, piano, bass clarinet) 67
8 – The Dong (choir and wind ensemble) 69

* these parts should be given to different players, 
e.g. no.1 to clarinet 2 or 3, and no.5 to clarinet 1.

©2014 John Kilpatrick; this work may be freely copied and performed.
First performed at the Buxton Festival Fringe, July 2014.

earlier versions: The Jumblies, a cappela, 1998 rev. 2001;
The Dong, a cappela, 2003 
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1 - The Book

words and music by John Kilpatrick
incorporating quatrains by Edward Lear
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soloist walks on holding Lear nonsense book, looking at cover

block
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Tenor Solo

look at front pages

flip open into quatrains section
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look up

(forearms)
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turn pages looking for another found one

look up

gong
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(aside, in free time)
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Use this page when including the Victor Hely-Hutchinson version of The Owl and the Pussy Cat.
Go to the next page (bar 81) if including the Stravinsky version.
Or go to page 9 if it is being used for a custom lead-up to another version of the rhyme.

look further into book

Now include The Owl and the Pussy Cat (tenor solo
and piano) in the version by Victor Hely-Hutchinson.
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Use this page when including the Stravinsky version of The Owl and the Pussy Cat.

look further into book

(unaccompanied)

(pop up from the choir)
Soprano Solo

Choir (spoken) Sop.

Now include The Owl and the Pussy Cat (soprano solo
and piano) in the version by Igor Stravinsky.
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This page is available for pasting in a custom version of the lead-in to “The Owl and the Pussy Cat”.
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2 - The Owl and The Pussy Cat
(words by Edward Lear)

The Owl and the Pussy Cat went to sea
   In a beautiful pea-green boat,
They took some honey, and plenty of money,
   Wrapped up in a five pound note.
The Owl looked up to the stars above,
   And sang to a small guitar,
‘O lovely Pussy! O Pussy, my love,
      What a beautiful Pussy you are
            You are,
            You are,
    What a beautiful Pussy you are!’

Pussy said to the Owl, ‘You elegant fowl!
   How charmingly sweet you sing!
O let us be married! too long we have tarried:
   But what shall we do for a ring?’
They sailed away, for a year and a day,
   To the land where the Bong-tree grows,
And there in a wood a Piggy-wig stood
   With a ring at the end of his nose,
            His nose,
            His nose,
   With a ring at the end of his nose.

‘Dear Pig, are you willing to sell for one shilling
   Your ring?’ Said the Piggy, ‘I will.’
So they took it away, and were married next day
   By the Turkey who lives on the hill.
They dined on mince, and slices of quince,
   Which they ate with a runcible spoon;
And hand in hand, on the edge of the sand,
   They danced by the light of the moon,
            The moon,
            The moon,
They danced by the light of the moon. 
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words & music by John Kilpatrick
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Soloist stay around during the next number.
Look through book, as though finding
the Jumblies and Dong poems.
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4 - How Pleasant to Know Mr Lear
Edward Lear's self-potrait, vv. 1,2,4,5,7,8

John Kilpatrick  
words by Edward Lear
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(remainder muted)

(remainder muted)

(remainder muted)

beguine  - ad lib. 2-bar phrase (e.g. as previous)
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tI
ve -

tI
ry

tI
Bees.

Çt d

hive

tY
of

tY ó
sil -

tY
ve -

tY
ry

tY
Bees.

Çt d

hive

tY
of

tY ó
sil -

tY
ve -

tY
ry

tY
Bees.

Çt
And

tZ
they

tZ

a
a

a
a

faster

54

(chords for rehearsal only)

faster



¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Cl1

� "Cl2

� "Cl3

� "ClB

ƒDms.

� "Hn

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Tbn1

� "Tbn2

� "Tbn3

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "
� "
† "
� "

a
b c d

And

tJ
a

tJ
a

bought

tY
a

tY
Pig,

tY
and

tZ
some

tZ
green

tY
Jack-

tY
daws,

tY d

a
a
a
a
a
a
a
a
a

131

b c e
And

#tZ
for-

tZ
ty

tZ

love

#t
 -

t
ly

!t !t
Mon

t
 -

t
key

tJ
with

tJ
lol-

tZ
li-

tZ
pop

tY
paws,

tY d
a
a

a
a
a
a
a
a
a
a
a

b c ‘t t
b c ™t t
b c ™

t t

b c ™
t t

b c ™t t

bot-

!tZ
tles

tZ
of

#tY
Ring-

tI
Bo-

tI
Ree,
tI d

And
tI

no
tI

b c
And
tI

no
tI

b c
And

tI
no

tI
b c

And

tY
no

tY

a
a
a
a

slower

55



¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Cl1

� "Cl2

� "Cl3

� "ClB

ƒDms.

� "Hn

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Tbn1

� "Tbn2

� "Tbn3

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "
� "
† "
� "

Aª
| t t "t t
#| t t "t t
| t t "t t
| t t "t t

end
| tI

of
tI

Stil -
"tI

ton
tI

end
# | tI

of
tI

Stil -
" tI

ton
tI

end

| tI
of

tI
Stil -

"tI
ton

tI

end

| tY
of

tY
Stil -

"tY
ton

tY

a
a
a
a

rit.134

tª c b
A
A
#A
A

Cheese.
A

Cheese.
A

Cheese.

#A

Cheese.

A

a
a
a
a

58
58
58
58
58
58
58
58
58
58
58
58
58

‘tI d d !tI d

‘tI d d tI d

tI‘
d d # tI d

‘
tY d d tY d

‘tI d d #tI d

Far

‘t t
and

tI
few,

!t
‘

Far
t t

and
tI

few,
t

‘
Far

t !t
and

tI
few,

#t
‘
Far

tt
and

tYt
few,

#tt

a
a
a
a

#tI d d !tI d

tI d d tI d

tI
c tI

d

"tY d d tY d

"tI d d tI d

far

#t "t
and

tI
few,
!t

far
t t

and
tI

few,
t

far

#t !t
and

tI
few,

t

far

" t"t
and

tIt
few,
tt

a
a
a
a

#tI d t d t

tI d
t d t

" tI d t d t

tY d t d t

tI d t d t

Are
#tI

the
tI

lands
tI

where
tI

the

tI

Are
tI

the
tI

lands
tI

where
tI

the

tI

Are

tY
the

tI
lands

tY
where

tY
the

tY

Are
tIt

the
tIt

lands

tIt
where

tYt
the

tYt

a
a
a
a

56

soft roll

fast (as though heard enough times already)

Instruments optional

fast (as though heard enough times already)



¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Cl1

� "Cl2

� "Cl3

� "ClB

ƒDms.

� "Hn

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Tbn1

� "Tbn2

� "Tbn3

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "
� "
† "
� "

tI d c Ç

tI d c Ç

tI
d c Ç

tY d c Ç

tY d c Ç

Jumb-

tI
lies
tI

live;
t d

Jumb-

tI
lies
tI

live;
t d

Jumb-

tY
lies

tY
live;

t d

Jumb-

tY
lies

tYt
live;

tt d

a
a
a
a

139

tI d d !tI d

tI d d tI d

tI
d d # tI d

tY d d tY d

tI d d #tI d

Their

tI
heads

tI
are

tI
green,

!t

Their
tI

heads
tI

are
tI

green,
t

Their

tI
heads

!tI
are

tI
green,

#t

Their

tYt
heads

tYt
are

tYt
green,

#tt

a
a
a
a

#tI d d !tI d

tI d d tI d

tI
d d

tI
d

"tY d d tY d

"tI d d tI d

and

ô#tI
their

tI
hands

"tI
are

tI
blue,
!t ¹

ô
and
tI

their
tI

hands
tI

are
tI

blue,
t ¹

ô
and

#tI
their

tI
hands
!tI

are

tI
blue,

t ¹
ô

and

" tI"t
their

tIt
hands

tIt
are

tIt
blue,
tt ¹

a
a
a
a

t t #t t d

t t t t d

t t t t d

t t t t d
t t t t d

And
tI

they
tI

went
tI

to

tI d

And
tI

they
tI

went
tI

to

tI d

And

tI
they

tY
went

tY
to

tY d

And
tIt

they

tIt
went

tYt
to

tYt d

a
a
a
a

a tempo t t t t º
t t t t º

t t t t º
º
º
º
º

t t t t º
t t t t º

sea

tI
in
tI

a
tI

Sieve.
t ²

sea

tI
in
tI

a
tI

Sieve.
t

sea

tY
in

tI
a

tY
Sieve.

t

sea

tY
in

tY
a

tYt
Sieve.

tt

a
a
a
a

57

snare off



¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Cl1
44

� "Cl2
44

� "Cl3
44

� "ClB
44

ƒDms.
44

� "Hn
44

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Tbn1
44

� "Tbn2
44

� "Tbn3
44

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� " 44
� " 44
† " 44
� " 44

b �t #t !t t

t� t t t

�A
�

t� t t t

�
t #t !t t |

�
!t t t t

�t t t t

a

a

a
a
a
a

Verse 6144 Çt tI t #t t

t #t t t t t

A
Q Q Q Q QI d c
t t t t
| t t
#t t t t #t #t

t t t t

a

a
a
a
a

Çt tI t #t #t "t

t " t t t

A

t t t t
t t t t
"t t t " t |

t t t t

a

a

a
a
a
a

Çt tY t "t t

t t "t "t t t

A
Q Q Q Q QI d c
t "t "t t

" t t t " t " t t
| " t t

t t |

a

a
a
a
a

tY d !t t t !t #t t
!t #t t t

#A

"t !t t t
#t !t #t t
#tY d t !t t t t !t
#t t t t

a

a

a
a
a
a

58



¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Cl1

� "Cl2

� "Cl3

� "ClB

ƒDms.

� "Hn

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Tbn1

� "Tbn2

� "Tbn3

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "
� "
† "
� "

•t #t t t t t t t tÈ tÈ

•t t t t

•| |

N c N c

•#t t !t t

•
t t t !t

•
t t t t

•#t t t t

a

a
a
a
a

149 Ç| c
Ç#| c

Ç| c

N c b
Ç!| c
Ç#| c
Ç!| c
Ç| c

a

a
a
a
a

b �t #t !t t

�| b

� Ç| t
�A

�t t t t

�
!t t t t

t� t t t

�t t t t
b

And

™tI
in

#tI
twen -

!tY
ty

tY
b ™

And

tI
in

#tI
twen -

!tY
ty

tY
b ™

And

tI
in

#tI
twen -

!tY
ty

tY
b ™

And

tY
in

#tY
twen -

!tY
ty

tY

a

Çt tI t #t t
t t t #t t c

Ç| t
A

� Q Q Q Q QI d c
t t t t
#t t t t

t t t t

t t t t

years

Çt
they

tI
all

tI
came

#tY
back,

t

years

Çt
they

tI
all

tI
came

#tY
back,

t

years

Çt
they

tI
all

tI
came

#tY
back,

t

years

Çt
they

tY
all

tY
came

# tY
back,

t

59

(with choir)

semi-legato



¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Cl1

� "Cl2

� "Cl3

� "ClB

ƒDms.

� "Hn

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Tbn1

� "Tbn2

� "Tbn3

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "
� "
† "
� "

Çt tI t t t t
| b

Ç| t
A

t t t t
t t t t

t t t t
t t t t
Çt

In
tI

twen -
tI

ty

tI
years

tI
or

tI
Çt

In

tI
twen -

tI
ty

tI
years

tI
or

tI
Çt

In
tI

twen -
tI

ty

tI
years

tI
or

tI
Çt

In

tY
twen -

tY
ty

tY
years

tY
or

tY

a

153 | b
| b

Ç| t
A
Q Q Q Q QI d c
c t "t t

" t t |

t t "t t

t t |

more,

| b

more,

| b

more,

| b

more,

| b

d tI ót !t #t t t
"| b

Ç" | t
#A

"t "t t t
" t " t t t
"t t t t

#t t t t
d

And

tI
ev -

ótI
’ry

!tY
one

#tY
said

t
“How

t

And
!t

ev -

!t
’ry

t
one

#t

And

#t
ev -

!t
’ry

t
one

#t

And
#t

ev -
t

'ry
t

one
t

a

Çt t | tY tY

#| !|
#| |
| |

N c N c
#t t !t t
#t t t t
#t t !t t
t t t t

tall

ÇtI
they’ve

tZ
grown,

| tY
how

tY

said

#t
“How

t
tall

!t
they’ve

t

said

#t
“How

t
tall

t
they’ve

t

said

#t
“How

t
tall

t
they’ve

t

60



¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Cl1

� "Cl2

� "Cl3

� "ClB

ƒDms.

� "Hn

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Tbn1

� "Tbn2

� "Tbn3

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "
� "
† "
� "

Çt #t | c
Ç#| c

Ç!| c
Ç| c

N c b

Ç# | c
Ç!| c
Ç| c
Ç| c

tall

ÇtY
they’ve

#tZ
grown!

| c

grown!
Ç# | c

grown!

Ç!| c

grown!

Ç| c

•
•
•
•

•
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

157 b �t #t !t t

�| b

� Ç| t
�A

�t t t t

�
!t t t t

�t t t t

�t t t t
b

For

™tI
they’ve

#tI
been

!tY
to

tZ
the

tZ
b ™

For

tI
they’ve

#tI
been

!tY
to

tZ
the

tZ
b ™

For

tI
they’ve

#tI
been

!tY
to

tZ
the

tZ
b ™

For

tY
they’ve

#tY
been

!tY
to

tZ
the

tZ

a

Ç| t t
t t t #t t t
Ç| t

A
� Q d Q Q QId c

t t t t
#t t t t

t t t t

t t t t

Lakes,

Ç|
and

tI
the

tI

Lakes,

Ç|
and

tI
the

tI

Lakes,

Ç|
and

tI
the

tI

Lakes,

Ç|
and

tY
the

tY

ót #t t | t t
Ç| t t
Ç| t t
Ç| t

�t t t t tId c

t ót t t t t t
t ót t t t t t
t ót t t t t t
t ót t t t t t

Tor -

ótI
ri -

tY
ble

tI
Zone,
|

And

™tI
the
tI

ó
Tor -

tI
ri -

tY
ble

tI
Zone,

| ™
And
tI

the
tIó

Tor -

tI
ri -

tY
ble

tI
Zone,
| ™

And

tY
the

tY
ó

Tor -

tY
ri -

tY
ble

tY
Zone,

| ™
And

tY
the

tY

61

(sim.)

snare on



¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Cl1

� "Cl2

� "Cl3

� "ClB

ƒDms.

� "Hn

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Tbn1

� "Tbn2

� "Tbn3

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "
� "
† "
� "

| t t t t t
| t t t t t
| t t t t t
Ç| t t
Ç|ª� –t

| t t t t t
| t t t t t
| t t t t t
Ç| t t

hills

| –tY
of

tZ
the

tZ
Chank-

tY
ly

tY

hills

|| –tIt
of

tJt
the

tJt
Chank-

tIt
ly

tIt

hills

|| –tYt
of

tZt
the

tZt
Chank-

tYt
ly

tYt

hills

| –tY
of

tZ
the

tZ
Chank-

tY
ly

tY

–
–
–
–

–
–
–
–

161 A
A
"A

"A
t|ª c ttI d cc
A
A

A
"A

Bore”;

AA

Bore”;

"AA

Bore”;

A"A

Bore”;

"A

t� t t t

”
t t t t

”
t t t t
t” t t t

b
And

”tI
they

tI
drank

tI
their

tY
a

b ”
And
tI

they

tI
drank

tI
their

tY
a

a
a
a
a

a
t t t t

" t t t t
"t t t t
t t "t t

health,

Ç|
and

t
”

And

tI
they

tI
drank

"tI
their

tY
health,

t
and

t

health,

Ç|
and

t
”

And

tY
they

tY
drank

"tY
their

tY
health,

t
and

t

a
a
a
a

a

62



¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Cl1

� "Cl2

� "Cl3

� "ClB

ƒDms.

� "Hn

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Tbn1

� "Tbn2

� "Tbn3

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "
� "
† "
� "

t t t t

t t t t
t t t t
"t t t t

gave

ótI
them

"tI
a

tI
feast

Ç|

gave

t ótI
them

tI
a

"tI
feast

|
ó

gave

tI
them

"tI
a

tI
feast

Ç|

gave

t ótY
them

tY
a

"tY
feast

|

a
a
a
a

a

165

t t t t

" t t t t
"t t t t
"t t "t t
c d

Of

tY
dump-

tY
lings

tY
made

tY
of

tY
c d

Of

"tI
dump-

"tI
lings

tI
made

tI
of

tI
c d

Of

tY
dump-

tY
lings

tY
made

tY
of

tY
c d

Of

"tY
dump-

"tY
lings

tY
made

tY
of

tY

a
a
a
a

a
t t t c

Ç" | c ‘
Ç"| c
Ç| c
Ç"| c

beau-

ó"tI
ti -

"tI
ful
tI

yeast;

| c

beau -

t ótI
ti -

"tI
ful
"tI

yeast;

t c
ó

beau-

"tI
ti -

"tI
ful
tI

yeast;

| c

beau -

t ótY
ti -

"tY
ful

"tY
yeast;

t c

a
a
a
a

d ‘tI
ót t t Çt tI

‘A

‘A

‘A
Ç|ª‘ c

A

‘
A

‘
A

‘A
d

And

‘tI
ev-

ótI
’ry

tI
one
tI

said,

Çt
“If
tI

d ‘
And

tI ó
ev-

tI
’ry

tI
one

tI
said,

Çt
“If

tI
d ‘

And
tI ó

ev-
tI

’ry

tI
one
tI

said,

Çt
“If
tI

d ‘
And

tY ó
ev-

tY
’ry

tY
one

tY
said,

Çt
“If

tY

63

a litle less legato



¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Cl1

� "Cl2

� "Cl3

� "ClB

ƒDms.

� "Hn

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "Tbn1

� "Tbn2

� "Tbn3

¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼¼

;

<

� "
� "
† "
� "

ót t t | ót t t
Ç"| c

Ç| c

Ç| c

Ç|ª c
Ç"| c
Ç| c
Ç| c
Ç| t

we

ótI
on -

tI
ly
tI

live,

|
We

ótI
too

tI
will
tI

ó
we

tI
on -

tI
ly

tI
live,

| ó
We

tI
too

tI
will

tI
ó

we
tI

on -

tI
ly
tI

live,

| ó
We
tI

too

tI
will
tI

ó
we

tY
on -

tY
ly

tY
live,

| ó
We

tY
too

tY
will

tY

169

™
t t ót t t

™t t ót t "t

™t #t ót t t

™
t !t ót t #t

™t t ót t t

™
t !t ót t #t

™
t "t ót "t t

™
t "t ót "t t

go

t
to

cresc.t
sea

ót
in

t
a

t

go

t
to

cresc.t ó
sea

t
in

t
a
t

go

t
to

cresc.!t ó
sea

t
in

t
a

#t

go

t
to

cresc."t ó
sea

t
in

"t
a

t

a

Ç| t t
Ç"| t t
Ç# | t t
Ç#| t t

Ç" | #t t
Ç| t t
Ç"| t t
Ç"| t t

Sieve,

™Ç|
To
tI

the
tIcresc.

™
Sieve,

Ç"|
To
tIt

the
tIt
cresc.

™
Sieve,

Ç"|
To

#tI
the

tIcresc.

™
Sieve,

Ç"|
To

tI
the

tIcresc.

a

"| t t t •t t
#| t "t •t t t
| t t •t #t t
| t t •t t t

� –
Ç|ª t

| t t t •!t t
| t t

•
t "t t

| t t
•

t t t
| t t •t t t

hills

"| tY
of
tJ

the
tJ

Chank -
tI

ly
tI

hills

|| tIt
of
tJ"t

the
tJt

Chank -
# tIt

ly
tIt

hills

| tY
of

tJ
the

tJ
Chank -

!tI
ly

tI

hills

| tI
of

tJ
the

tJ
Chank -

tI
ly

tI

A
"A
"A

#A
|ªt c tIt d cc
#A
!A
#A
#A

Bore!”

•" A"A
•

Bore!”

"A
•

Bore!”

# A
•

Bore!”

#A

58
58
58
58
58
58
58
58
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;
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� "A 42
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