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Notes
This performing edition has been compiled from a facsimile of the original edition of
1610 edition (Alamire, 1992). The 1610 print was in the form 6 part-books (the 7 th,
Septimus,  not  being used for the mass) and a  Bassus Generalis  (BG); this edition
omits the BG, on the assumption that the mass will be sung unaccompanied.

The part-books are not entirely free of errors and ambiguities, so that some decisions
have to be made by the editor, especially the placing of the syllables of the lyrics (the
underlay) in many places.

Barring also has to be decided. This could be taken from the BG, but, as is the case in
the Vespers, it appears there to have been added according to a mechanical rather than
musical approach, soldiering on at 8 beats per bar regardless of musical feel. The part-
books are unbarred, all notes being given their full values without ties (except in the
case  of  very  long  notes)  wherever  they  fall.  However,  rests  often  indicate  an
underlying major pulse: for example a rest of 17 beats could be represented as 8+8+1,
4+8+4+1, 2+8+4+2+1 or in other ways, and the chosen way clearly hints at the basic
pulse. In this edition an attempt has been made to realign bars with the feel indicated
by the rests by inserting 2-beat bars in appropriate places. Also, 2-beat bars are used to
bring the final “long” to the start of the a bar, or otherwise to effect alignment with a
major pulse. Needless to say, this approach proves impossible to implement wholly
satisfactorily; and a consequence of it is that the barring in this edition will not be the
same as in any other.

The part-books follow the customary practice or using the “same again” symbol ĳ to
indicate that a word or phrase should be repeated. Sometimes the match of syllables to
notes is obvious, but often it is not, and the editor has to do the best he can. There are
some  clear-cut  mistakes,  and some not  so clear-cut,  which  must  be dealt  with.  It
follows that the underlay will, in places, fail to match that in other editions.

The intonations for the Gloria and Credo are not given by Monteverdi, and are only
editorial suggestions. Some alternative notes for Altos (to avoid bottom F where it is
feasible to do so) are also editorial.

As this  edition is  intended for  practical  performance by mixed choir,  the original
chiavette clef system is replaced by modern clefs, using treble-G for the Alto part
rather than tenor-G; and the whole is transposed down one tone to give satisfactory
singing ranges at modern pitch. The voices map to the part-books as follows:

Soprano 1 Cantus
Soprano 2 Sextus
Alto Altus
Tenor 1 Tenor
Tenor 2 Quintus
Bass Bassus
Bass 2 in the Altus book (Agnus II only)

The original edition describes the mass on the title page as Sanctissimæ Virgini Missa
Senis Vocibus,  while immediately preceding the Kyrie is to be found  Missa In illo
tempore: the themes of the mass being based on a motet In illo tempore by Gomberti.

In this edition the final “longs” – at the end of each number and before double-bars –
are  represented  by  breves  without  pauses.  They  should  be  treated  as  having  an
indefinite length.

John Kilpatrick, June 2010 
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